THE KING'S FLIGHT
for a more impersonal ideal—one his fixed devotion to
which makes him appear both less and more egotistic
than his fellow mortals.
The second daughter, Victoria, was self-effacing and
played no part in his life. The youngest, Elisabeth, we
sknow best, thanks to her memoirs, in which she reveals
herself spirited, affectionate, courageous, loyal. On the
evening that he first met her, she was sixteen. Her
intimates called her Babet—a pet name he, too, soon
was to be using for her. We get glimpses of him
throughout the memoirs, in which she speaks of him as
a young sister might speak of a much-loved elder
brother. He was, she says, invariably kind, and used to
intercede for her with her parents when she was being
scolded.
Still another member of the household was a nephew,
' Simon Duplay, a youth of about seventeen. He became
Robespierre's secretary, but when war broke out,
enlisted, lost a leg at Valmy, then returned to Paris and
resumed his secretarial duties. Some light is thrown
upon his character by the fact that when he reached
man's estate he became a police spy. He, who as a
youth had been secretary to a great revolutionist,
specialized in hounding revolutionists and ferreting out
conspiracies against the reign of a despot.
But now they were all assembled in the parlour, and
a little embarrassed in the presence of this famous man.
Refreshments were served, and then Madame Duplay
departed with one of the girls to get Robespierre's
roomready. A short time later, Duplay ushered him into
it. It was located on the first floor and was modest
enough. The low ceiling sloped garretwise. The fur-
nishings consisted of a wooden bedstead with white-
flowered, dimity curtains, made of an old dress of
Madame Duplay; a small desk by the window, which
119

